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Evanston: A Beginning, 
Not the End 


* 


“Mr. Nicuors: Today the University of Chicago Rounp Taste has 
he opportunity of presenting to you the six new presidents of the 
Vorld Council of Churches and the new honorary president. In five 
revious broadcasts the Rounp Tasxe has discussed various aspects of 
he thought and work of the Evanston Assembly. Now, in the bustle 
f preparation, with the delegates gathering for the last session in Mc- 
saw Hall, you will hear the members of the new presidium in their 
nly radio appearance together, discussing “Evanston: A Beginning, 
Not the End.” 

‘The presidents of the World Council are carefully selected to repre- 
ent the various church families and the several great geographical 
reas of the Christian world. Their role is not that of determining 
olicy, which is done by the Central Committee. The presidents are 
ather the ambassadors of the World Council, often traveling widely 
' cultivate personal and fraternal ties and understanding among the 
hurches. In an organization which rests more on personal concern and 
oluntary devotion than on constitutional or legal constraints, the per- 
onal stature and influence of such men is of great value. 

‘The Rounp Taste will be led today by the new honorary president, 
1e Anglican bishop of Chichester, Dr. G. K. A. Bell, who has just re- 
red as chairman of the Central Committee. The American member 
f the presidium is of the same communion, Henry Knox Sherrill, pre- 
ding bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church. From Great Britain 
2 is John Baillie of the Church of Scotland, principal of New Col- 
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lege, University of Edinburgh. The representative of the Europea 
Continent and of Lutheranism is Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin, presi 
dent of the Evangelical Church in Germany. The so-called younges 
churches are represented by the Most Reverend Metropolitan, Juhanoy 
Mar Thoma, of the Syrian Mar Thoma Church of India, more ancie 
in fact than most European churches. Newest to the World Council ar 
the churches of Latin America, now represented by Sante Ubertt 
Barbieri, bishop of Buenos Aires and president of the Central Conf 
ence of Methodist Churches in Argentina, Uruguay, and Bolivia. oH 
Eminence, Archbishop Michael of New York, finally, presides over thi 
Eastern Orthodox churches in North and South America. These ar 
the presidents of the World Council for the next six years and ot 


panel today. 

What is the significance of the Evanston Assembly in relation 4 
Amsterdam and the earlier history of the ecumenical movement? L4 
us hear, first, Bishop Bell. 


BisHop Bez: I should be very glad to know what all of us thin 
about the main significance of Evanston, as compared with other eci 
menical meetings. I think myself that it marks a very definite advange 
in one or two ways. For example, there have been six years of stead 
work behind it. We had the Central Committee meeting regular! 
getting to know its members, and its members getting to know or 
another very well. We have had the departments going all over t 
world in its operations. And we have had a great sense of reliabilit: 
which does mark Evanston off from all the former conferences, an 
even from Amsterdam, because of the experience we have had. Whi 
do you think, Bishop Sherrill? 


Bishop Suerritv: I think that it marks an advance. The real difficull 
F | 
is that we must not expect too much all at once. That was one difficul| 
with Amsterdam. Many people in the churches felt that, once th 


World Council was formed, all the problems were solved. We must n} 
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=xpect that, as a result of this meeting, everything is concluded. This is 
other milestone on a long journey. 


Bisuor Beri: And, Bishop Dibelius, do you agree with that? What 
do you think? 


Bisuor Disextus: Evanston is certainly not an end; but then it is also 
jnuch more than a beginning. The beginning was thirty years ago 

hen we met in Stockholm. And from that time on our common goal 
was the visible unity of the churches. A remarkable progress was made 
spite of many things against which we have to struggle. When we 
met in Stockholm in 1925, I remember that quite well, the member 
thurches hardly knew each other. Today there prevails a sense of 
Jautual confidence and of cordial friendliness. The churches today feel 
| common responsibility for the development of public affairs. The 
jvays of theological thinking are coming closer together. It is evident 
{hat we have come to a new starting point where we pray together and 
listen together to the voice of God. Here we have to go on, and we will 


t Bisuor Beiy: Dr. Baillie. 


\ Mr. Bariire: I was at Amsterdam six years ago, and I have been 
jomparing this conference in my mind with the experience that we 
nen went through. 

_Lhave this feeling: That at Amsterdam the World Council was still 
hh an experimental stage. We said, then, in the words that are so often 
/uoted, “We intend to stay together.” At that point it was only an in- 
lention. We now have the satisfaction of knowing that we have stayed 
Jogether for six years. I think that already means something. A move- 
tent for divorce is less likely after the parties have been happily united 
br as much as six years. I think that that is important. 

{ This conference has been in itself, I think, an ecumenical experience 


f 
| | 

| 
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in the sense that just our meeting here together, meeting one another 
in informal ways during these two weeks, has in itself done somethin 
toward our ultimate greater unity. 

It just occurs to me as I speak that once G. K. Chesterton, when the 
subject under discussion was the number of marriages which are broke : 
up because the parties speak of incompatibility of temperament, said 
“Christian marriage is founded on incompatibility of temperament.’ 

I think that that was a fine thing to say and a brave thing to say, 
There is a good deal of incompatibility of temperament among us wh 
are gathered together here from all parts of the world, from so many 
different traditions and communions; but we are all Christians; and 
because we are all Christians and try to look at things in a Christia 


way, the incompatibility of our temperaments and traditions is to 4 
quite remarkable degree overcome. So that after six years we remaii 


securely married. 


Bisuop Beri: I wonder what you think, Mar Juhanon? What is yout 


experience during these days? 


BisHop JuHANoN: Several people ask how the Evanston Asser 
compares to the Amsterdam Assembly. Such comparisons are alway 
hard and are not worth while. Amsterdam was a beginning; Evanstae 
is a steppingstone for the forward march. At Amsterdam we said w 
intended to stay together. At Evanston we say that we have decide 
to go forward together. | 

We have seen how, at the meeting place of the two ecumenicat 
assemblies, the spirit of God gives us the mind to understand the othe: 
man’s point of view. Our differences are great and varied; but we havi 
experienced a oneness here. Let us strive to make it permanent to us and 
real to our church members. We should ask: Why could it not be alway; 
like this? 

During the years ahead of the Third Assembly, a definite attemp| 
should be made to make the World Council of Churches a reality id 
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the rank and file of the churches. The World Council business should 
not be a business of the leaders and of theologians. It is the Assembly 
participants’ great duty to the World Council to bring home to the 
parishioners the ideals and purposes and activities of the Council. The 


ordinary churchman has an ecumenical mind, and we must work on it. 


he strength of the World Council should not be the organization 


hind efficiency of the center, but the sympathy and cooperation of the 


. 


ember churches and of the parishioners. 


| 
The American press has done a great service to the Assembly by 
pringing home to the ordinary man the World Council business; let 
he work be carried on by Assembly participants. 

| I see ahead of me successful steps toward its union. From this As- 
embly let there go forth an appeal for prayer for the continuing task 
he the World Council. 

| Bishop Bexx: Bishop Barbieri. 

{ Bisuop Barsrert: I was not in Amsterdam; but the impression which 
have of this Assembly really went beyond my own expectations. I 
save been impressed by the spirit of friendship, of togetherness in the 
Phristian spirit which has been manifested mainly by all the delegates. 
j Notwithstanding that, I find that everyone was free to say exactly 
Avhat he thought, what was in his mind; and we accepted his point of 
#iew, though we did not agree in every point. I think that there has 
deen a great effort to understand each other and to bear with each 
) And from the standpoint of the younger churches this is a great 
ixperience, because they will learn from the older churches how to 
yoid mistakes and how to get the things which are fundamental for 
ur living together. 

1 know also that there are many people who are impatient about the 
iesults. I have the feeling that in Evanston we have been laying down 
4nly the first stones of a great building, which will not be completed 


r" a long time, at least until God takes away our divisions and mis- 


|) 
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understandings. We have to rely more on God’s help than on our own) 
efforts and good will. 


Bisor Beri: I agree with you about the younger churches. I think} 
that one of the most striking features of Evanston is the great increase, 
not only in the number of representatives of the younger churches,, 
particularly from Asia and also from Africa, but the greater sense of! 
initiative and responsibility. They have really brought something to the’ 


Evanston Conference which they did not quite succeed in bringing,, 


| 


that they have almost taken things into their own hands. They have} 


although they brought a good deal, to Amsterdam. Do you agree with 
that, Baillie? 


Mr. Bartute: I do, indeed. The younger churches have made a re- 
markable contribution here. At some points I have had the impression 


not done so to any degree that we have reason to regret. I think, on 
the contrary, that it was a most hopeful sign that their own particular 
voice, speaking in a different way, has had a good hearing at this con-; 
ference. And my feeling is that, as time goes on, that is likely te! 
be even more true and that something quite characteristic and new is 
likely to be contributed to our common Christianity. Something a little: 
different from any of our Western traditions is going to be injected 
into the whole ecumenical pattern from the younger churches as they’ 
grow stronger in the years to come. 


BisHop SHERRILL: I have this feeling of cheer about the Evanston 
Assembly. News is always the unusual. When we met at Amsterdam,, 
it was news that we were coming together. Today it is news that wet 
have differences. And I think that on the whole this is a very encourag-| 
ing thing. I mention this, because the differences are featured in the! 
press as news. A great many people in reading the reports will feel 
that the differences have been perhaps greater than they are. I take 
comfort from the fact that the differences are the unusual and so are! 
deemed to be newsworthy. 


! 
| 
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Mr. Barture: That is a good point, Bishop; and it is quite true that 
| at Amsterdam we were surprised that we could be together. Now we 
are surprised when we have something of, shall I call it, a “lover’s tiff,” 
» in our company. I think that that means that there has been a real ad- 
| vance toward togetherness. 


Bisopr Bett: Would you say that came out markedly in any particu- 
} lar part of the program, the main theme, for example? What would 
} you say about the main theme? 


| Mk. Bartz: I was one of those who had to do with the preparation 
} of the book on the main theme. We had differences there among our- 
‘selves, very deep-going differences, which we ultimately overcame to 
f the extent that the whole twenty-five of us were able to sign, to put our 
# names to the document which finally emerged. Now I would say that 
| identically the same differences of viewpoint emerged in the discussion 
1 of the Assembly. But the Assembly, in a brief two weeks, had not time 
to overcome these differences to the same extent that we, over the 
# years, had time to overcome them. They are really the same differences 
) which have emerged, and they were, therefore, not unexpected by me 
4 or, I think, by any of us who took part in the preparatory work. 


| Bistop Barsrert: Is that not just a beginning of the ecumenical dis- 
| cussion rather than the final word; and that is the reason why we have 


‘ not reached a decision yet? 


Mr. Baru: Oh, undoubtedly, undoubtedly. This is an ongoing dis- 
ji cussion. And, of course, in choosing this topic of looking forward to 
the end of all things, under the title, “Christ, the Hope of the World,” 

we were choosing a very difficult topic, where we know that Christian 


l) minds were not clear and where they were not united. We were quite 
| consciously making a first attempt to clarify something which was far 
} from being sufficiently clear and sufficiently united within the Christian 


| mind. 
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BisHop Barsteri: Do you not think that this will give to the church, 


if nothing else is accomplished, a sense of urgency in the preaching of 


the Gospel? 


Mr. Barus: Yes, I am sure that it will. And I also confidently hope | 


that it will introduce some new notes into our preaching which have 
so far been neglected. It will also give the churches, if they seize the 
opportunity, plenty to think about in the next few years, carrying this 


discussion which began in a small group of twenty-five and which then 
in the second stage was carried on in this conference—carrying it | 


within the next few years down to the “grass roots,” as the saying is. 


Bisuop Bett: We have been meeting at a time of great international 
tension, and you, Bishop Dibelius, have reminded us once or twice of 
that fact. As one looks forward to the next six years, what is your im- 
pression of the progress or difficulties likely to be encountered? 


Bisxop Disetrus: Much, of course, will depend upon political devel- 
opments which we do not yet know; but, whatever event the coming 


six years may have in store, there are some issues we shall have to bear | 
in our minds. We shall have to pray that the unity which is already | 
ours may not be frustrated while we discuss our outward problems. | 


Let us avoid the danger which so often creeps up in our theological 
discussion, that we lose the God-given reality in our endless discussions 
and disputes. Let us take care that our hope in the living Christ does 
not become an unintelligible complexity. 

With regard to future emphasis, I would not yet propose a specific 
subject; but let us seek for one which will draw us together in that 
_ Solidarity of fellow-workers with God, amid all suffering on the in- 


habited earth. Let us set ourselves the conviction that, since the victory | 


has been won, we may go forward with full assurance of faith. 


No earthly power, no even materialistic infiltration, can ever defeat 
us. Since God has made us partners in His victory, let us proclaim the 
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slorious impact which this makes on the holiness of our life, even in 
this century. 


Bisop Beri: Do you think that the note of evangelism has had a 
jesponse in the audience, the general audience, when speakers have 
poken about the need of evangelism, not in the conventional sense of 
e word, but in the sense of generally spreading the Gospel? Did you 
letect a response, Bishop Sherrill? 


| BisHop Suerrity: Yes. I feel that that note has been emphasized. As 
| matter of fact, if you read all the reports together, you will see how 
any times this is emphasized and reemphasized certainly in the intro- 
uction of almost every report. What, I am inclined to think, has not 
een presented as fully as it might is the actual work which has been 
one together in the last six years. I do not believe that the meeting 
unday night really told the story of the magnificent relief work car- 
ed on by the World Council throughout the world. And I a little 
egret that it came through business committees and was not really 
resented as a vivid story to the whole Assembly and to the public. 
jo you not think that that is true? 


1 Bisuop Bei: They were trying an experiment in presentation which 
vas extremely difficult to bring off. And it would be an awful pity if 
he public did not realize—and they quite well might have failed to 
tealize—the magnitude of the work which is going on in all sorts of 
4stressed countries through the World Council of Churches. I always 
ound that, if you strike that note in talking about the World Council, 
i is immensely appreciated. They say, “Well, that means business; that 
i real work; that is Christian agape, or Christian love, going along 


dard.” 


4On this matter of evangelism I think that that should be one of the 
jain emphases during the next six years; and I think that the Depart- 
‘ent on Evangelism should be strengthened as much as it is possible. 
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Related to these, one thing important also to be kept in mind is the 
necessity of a deeper understanding of the world situation on the par} 
of the ministry and the need that we should reform or recast oul 
system of theological studies. Now also with these I think that during 
these next six years we should make a direct appeal to the young 
people, not only for the ministry but on this task of general evangelism 
to try to get them enthusiastic about the challenge of Christ of * ‘Fol 
low Me.” 


Bisuor Bett: Yes. Some people look to the World Council both a 


an expression of strong Christian fellowship and also as an instrumen 


for provoking the churches to take Christian unity far more serious!y 
The younger churches certainly take it very seriously, but we want . 
little bit more of a move among the older churches. Do you not thin 
so, Baillie? 

Mr. Bariute: Yes. That point is being made very strongly in the meg: 
sage which is now being discussed in the Assembly, where the questio 
is very pointedly put to each individual congregation that they shoul 
ask themselves whether they are implementing in their own small circll 
and with reference to their sister-congregations in their own little tow 
or village, as the case may be, the sentiments about Christian unit 
which have here been expressed on a large scale.’ | 


BisHop SHERRILL: What moves me more than anything which is sai 
is the fact which is so evident—that here are people of every race, ¢ 
every nation, of many different religious affiliations who so sincerell 
and evidently have been moved by an experience of the Living Chris: 
When one thinks that He lived two thousand years ago and yet todai 


is living in the hearts and minds and ruling the lives of these peop 
who are representative of so many more at home, that speaks mo 
loudly than anything, I think, which is said from the platforms. 


Bisnop Brett: Archbishop Michael certainly feels that. 
1 See pp. 12-15. 
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ArcusisHop MicuarL: The whole world today, the nations and the 
peoples who make up the world, need, above all, richer understanding 
) nd love. If we, who represent different churches and denominations, 
Yo not take the initiative in the effort to foster among men the Christian 
ppirit of love and of cooperation, then there is no hope for the improve- 
iment of the unfortunate state of the world. 

For the world to improve, we humbly believe that we must dedicate 
jess of our time to the discussion of the differences between us and 
more, much more, of our time to the study of the Gospel of Christ, 
specially to the Sermon on the Mount. 


Mr. Nicuots: Archbishop Michael’s words, which you have just 
veard, were addressed to the entire Assembly in plenary session. They 
dicate the desire of the Orthodox Catholic churches, especially that 
of Greece, to continue actively in the ecumenical movement, even 
vhile on matters of doctrine these churches often find it necessary to 
jecord positions differing significantly from those of Protestant churches. 
| We return now to Dr. Bell, the Bishop of Chichester, who will bring 
bo a conclusion our Rounp Taste discussion with the new presidium of 
‘ae World Council. 

 BisHop Bett: We have to translate the whole movement of the 
World Council of Churches into the terms of the congregation and the 
jroups of congregations all over the world. It is on getting the ecu- 
rf qenical movement to the grass roots that the future mainly depends so 
var as we can control it. 

I am sure that one thing which was at the back of people’s minds 


1 he Rounp Taste, oldest educational program continuously on the air, is broadcast entire- 
\) without script, although participants meet in advance, prepare a topical outline, and ex- 
range data and views. The opinion of each speaker is his own and in no way involves the 
“sponsibility of either the University of Chicago or the National Broadcasting Company. 
Hy he supplementary information in this pamphlet has been developed by staff research and 
% not to be considered as representing the opinions of the Rounp TasBxe speakers. 

1 


| 


Text of | 
THE GENERAL MESSAGE FROM THE SECOND ASSEMBLY 
OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


> 


| 
1. To all our fellow-Christians, and to our fellow-men everywhere, 


we send greetings in the name of Jesus Christ. We affirm our faith in 
Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, and we desire to share that faith 
with all men. 

May God forgive us that by our sin we have often hidden this hope 
from the world. 


2. In the ferment of our time there are both hopes and fears. It is in- 
deed good to hope for freedom, justice, and peace, and it is God’s will 
that we should have these things. But He has made us for a higher end. 

He has made us for Himself, that we might know and love Him, 
worship and serve Him. Nothing other than God can ever satisfy the 
heart of man. 

Forgetting this, man becomes his own enemy. He seeks justice but 


creates oppression. He wants peace, but drifts towards war. His very 
j 


mastery of nature threatens him with ruin. Whether he acknowledges | 
it or not, he stands under the judgment of God and in the shadow of 
death. | 


3. Here where we stand, Jesus Christ stood with us. He came to us, | 
true God and true Man, to seek and to save. Though we were the. 
enemies of God, Christ died for us. 

We crucified Him, but God raised Him from the dead. He is risen. 
He has overcome the powers of sin and death. A new life has begun. 
And in His risen and ascended power, He has sent forth into the world 
a new community, bound together by His Spirit, sharing His divine 


12 
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life, and commissioned to make Him known throughout the world. He 
will come again as Judge and King to bring all things to their consum- 
mation. Then we shall see Him as He is and know as we are known. 
Together with the whole creation we wait for this with eager hope, 


<nowing that God is faithful and that even now He holds all things in 
is hand. 


4. This is the hope of God’s people in every age, and we commend 
t afresh today to all who will listen. To accept it is to turn from our 
ays to God’s way. It is to live as forgiven sinners, as children growing 
n His love. It is to have our citizenship in that Kingdom which all 
nan’s sin is impotent to destroy, that realm of love and joy and peace 
hich lies about all men, though unseen. It is to enter with Christ into 
he suffering and despair of men, sharing with them the great secret of 
hat Kingdom which they do not expect. It is to know that whatever 
men may do, Jesus reigns and shall reign. 


5. With this assurance we can face the powers of evil and the threat 
Rf death with a good courage. Delivered from fear we are made free to 
love. For beyond the judgment of men and the judgment of history 
ies the judgment of the King who died for all men, and who will 
judge us according to what we have done to the least of his brethren. 
} Thus our Christian hope directs us towards our neighbor. It con- 
trains us to pray daily “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven,” 
Ind to act as we pray in every area of life. It begets a life of believing 
prayer and expectant action, looking to Jesus and pressing forward to 
Nhe day of His return in glory. 

i 6. Now we would speak through our member churches directly to 
dach congregation. Six years ago our churches entered into a covenant 
5 form this Council, and affirmed their intention to stay together. We 
dank God for His Blessing on our work and fellowship during these 
jix years. We enter now upon a second stage. To stay together is not 


jnough. We must go forward. 
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As we learn more of our unity in Christ, it becomes the more intol- 
erable that we should be divided. We therefore ask you: Is your church 
seriously considering its relation to other churches in the light of our | 
Lord’s prayer that we may be sanctified in the truth and that we may 
all be one? Is your congregation, in fellowship with sister congrega- 
tions around you, doing all it can do to ensure that your neighbors 
shall hear the voice of the one Shepherd calling all men into the one | 


flock ? | 


7. The forces that separate men from one another are strong. At our 


meeting here we have missed the presence of Chinese Churches which 
were with us at Amsterdam. There are other lands and churches un- 
represented in our Council, and we long ardently for their fellowship. 

But we are thankful that, separated as we are by the deepest political 
divisions of our time, here at Evanston we are united in Christ. And 
we rejoice also that, in the bond of prayer and a common hope, we 


maintain communion with our Christian brethren everywhere. 


8. It is from within this communion that we have to speak about the | 
fear and distrust which at present divide our world. Only at the Cross 
of Christ, where men know themselves as forgiven sinners, can they be | 
made one. It is there that Christians must pray daily for their enemies. 
It is there that we must seek deliverance from self-righteousness, im- 


patience and fear. And those who know that Christ is risen should have 
the courage to expect new power to break through every human 


barrier. | 


9. It is not enough that Christians should seek peace for themselves. | 
They must seek justice for others. Great masses of people in many parts ) 
of the world are hungry for bread, and are compelled to live in condi-) 
tions which mock their human worth. Does your church speak and act | 
against such injustice? Millions of men and women are suffering segre-| 
gation and discrimination on the ground of race. Is your church willing | 
to declare, as this Assembly has declared, that this is contrary to the will | 
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of God and to act on that declaration? Do you pray regularly for those 
who suffer unjust discrimination on grounds of race, religion, or polit- 
ical conviction? 


10. The Church of Christ is today a world-wide fellowship, yet there 
are countless people to whom He is unknown. How much do you care 
about this? Does your congregation live for itself, or for the world 
around it and beyond it? Does its common life, and does the daily 
work of its members in the world, affirm the Lordship of Christ or 
deny it? 


11. God does not leave any of us to stand alone. In every place He 


has gathered us together to be His family, in which His gifts and His 


forgiveness are received. Do you forgive one another as Christ forgave 
you? Is your congregation a true family of God, where every man can 
find a home and know that God loves him without limit? 


12. We are not sufficient for these things. But Christ is sufficient. We 
do not know what is coming to us. But we know Who is coming. It is 
He who meets us every day and who will meet us at the end—Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 


13. Therefore we say to you: Rejoice in hope. 


ROUND TABLE HOME STUDY COURS 
Are Open to All! | 


You May Begin at Any Time! 
WRITE TODAY for information 


on how you may enrol in— 


“WORLD POLITICS” 
“ECONOMICS IN THE MODERN WORLD” 
“HUMAN RIGHTS” 

“AMERICAN ISSUES AND THE LIVING PAST” 


You can complete these courses without leaving your home—by listening to 
the University of Chicago Rounp Taste and by corresponding with your in- 
structor. You can begin either one or all courses by mailing your application. 
Anyone within the range of the United States Postal Service and the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Company can register. You receive: (1) expertly pre- 
pared lessons containing introductory material and questions; (2) a pack- 
age including all the extensive and authoritative assigned books and pam- 
phlets; (3) copies of the relevant current Rounp Taste pamphlets while 
you are taking the course; and (4) personal individualized replies from a 
competent instructor for each of your written lessons. In addition to these 
criticisms by the instructor, the Rounp Taste experts dealing with the prob- 
lems of your course will provide stimulating discussions and penetrating 
questions for you to examine. You can proceed at your own pace in com- 
pleting a course, using as much time as you need, up to a year. You receive 
a certificate on completion of the course. 
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